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SECRET LUXEMBOURG 0625 

STADIS ////////////////////////// 

EXDIS 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: NATO, NPG. LU 

SUBJECT: ALLIED ATTITUDES ON NEUTRON BOMB 

REF: STATE 184569 

1 . NEITHER THORN NOR GOL DEFENSE OFFICIALS HAVE RAISED 
NEUTRON BOMB WITH ME, NOR HAS THERE BEEN PRESS COMMENT 
BEYOND FACTUAL REPORTING OF PRESIDENT S DECISION. THE 
EXCEPTION IS COMMUNIST PARTY DAILY WHICH HAS 
TAKEN PREDICTABLY HOSTILE LINE. APART FROM COMMUNISTS 
AND EXTREME LEFT WING OF SOCIALIST PARTY, NEITHER OF 
WHICH OF MUCH SIGNIFICANCE, THERE WOULD PROBABLY BE LITTLE 
PUBLIC OPPOSITION TO FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OR DEPLOYMENT OF 
NEUTRON WEAPONS. LUXEMBOURGERS, AND PARTICULARLY THORN 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 LUXEMB 00625 091335Z 

AND HIS MINISTERIAL COLLEAGUES WHO ARE ALREADY SPREAD 
THIN. TEND TO FOCUS ON ISSUES WHICH THEY PERCEIVE AS 
DIRECTLY AFFECTING THEIR INTERESTS. THEY DO NOT SEE 
THE NEUTRON BOMB AS IN THAT CATEGORY AND ARE NOT LIKELY 
TO UNLESS FRG AND OTHER BENELUX COUNTRIES BECOME DEEPLY 
CONCERNED. THORN WILL PROBABLY BE MOST INFLUENCED BY 
SCHMIDT’S ATTITUDE. 
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2. IF THE U. S. SHOULD DECIDE TO SEEK ALLIED AGREEMENT 
TO EUROPEAN DEPLOYMENT OF NEUTRON WEAPONS, HOWEVER, 

THORN WOULD CERTAINLY WANT TO BE FULLY CONSULTED. BECAUSE 
OF LUXEMBOURG'S GEOGRAPHIC POSITION, GOL WOULD VIEW 
DEPLOYMENT ISSUE AS FUNDAMENTALLY IMPORTANT. MOREOVER, 
DEBATE ON DEPLOYMENT OF WEAPONS IN FRG COULD EXCITE 
PUBLIC ANXIETIES ON ISSUE RANGING FROM THREAT TO DETENTE 

TO STORAGE SAFETY. POTENTIAL PROBLEMS COULD PROBABLY BE 
DIFFUSED BY PROVIDING FACTUAL AND BALANCED INFORMATION 
TO THORN AND LUXEMBOURG POLITICAL ELITE ON A TIMELY BASIS. 

3. I HAVE A PRIVATE LUNCHEON SCHEDULED WITH THORN 

ON SEPTEMBER 7 AT WHICH I PLAN TO HAVE A GENERAL CONVERSATION 
ABOUT EUROPEAN MATTERS, INCLUDING DEFENSE QUESTIONS, AND 
WILL ATTEMPT TO GET A BETTER READING OF HIS VIEWS 
WITHOUT DIRECTLY RAISING QUESTION. LOWENSTEIN 
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